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What To Expect From Estate Administration 
 
Contrary to popular folklore there is no meeting of the executor and the beneficiaries at the lawyer’s 
office for the ‘Reading of the Will’. It is not something that we do. Thankfully it is very rare in Australia. 

As each person’s life is and was unique, we will take the time and patience to explain everything that 
has to be done in your particular situation. 

We will: 

 review and explain how the Will works; 

 establish the assets and liabilities; 

 discuss whether Probate will be required; 

 find out the full details and individual circumstances of the beneficiaries; 

 obtain the executor’s identification documents; 

 obtain the necessary information to complete all of the forms for various institutions who will 
be notified and have their own particular (and sometimes peculiar) requirements; and 

 discuss the process of the administration to establish: 

 who will do what tasks; 

 the options for distributions; 

 the timing of distributions; and 

 any potential issues that may require further advice. 

We will keep you informed through the process and update the beneficiaries. 

This will be done cost effectively and efficiently and can include things like:  

 probate applications and letters of administration; 

 transfers of property; 

 collection and distribution of assets; 

 advice to executors on duties and obligations (including renunciation of executor), outlining 

relevant timeframes for family provision applications and executor’s commission; 

 determining assets and liabilities of an estate; 

 capital Gains Tax issues in relation to estate assets; 

 preparing asset and liability statements and distribution statements; 

 locating and determining suitability of beneficiaries and entitlement; 
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 liaising with third party providers eg. Private health insurance including funeral expense 

contribution, Centrelink, Medicare and Electoral Office; 

 liaising with accountants and other financial advisors regarding personal and trust income 

tax; 

 share transfers (Issuer Sponsored and CHESS); 

 liaising with ASIC (share transfers and resignation of directors etc); 

 preparing Deeds of Indemnity and Release; 

 balancing Statement of Assets and Liabilities; 

 collection and distribution of assets (both personal and business); 

 caveats; 

 intestate estates; 

 insolvent estates; 

 ancillary matters eg. Trusts, superannuation, insurance and taxation matters. 

We can give advice and help in resolving other specific issues and problems such as: 

 how and when to make distributions;  

 taxation implications;  

 superannuation;  

 superannuation and life insurance disputes and objections; 

 entities controlled by the person who has died but not actually part of the estate; 

 business assets or risks; 

 family provision applications; and  

 any other disputes or issues that arise. 

Our experienced team have dealt with most problems that arise. They have seen the many and varied 
family situations so nothing surprises them. 


